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morphology of the arterial wall, pathology of athero- has to be discussed is the use of these illustrations.
Most of us, preparing oral presentations for teachingsclerosis, plaque constitution with basic coloured fig-
ures and some nice macroscopic or angioscopic views or meetings, are interested in reproducing such il-
lustrations. It would have been useful and completelyof various types of atheromatous lesions.
The following chapters (2–9) are presented the same innovative to provide, in association with the book, a
set of slides or even a CD with the copyright cost ofway. At the beginning of each chapter basic sciences
concerning the topic are summarised and some helpful reproduction included in the price.
details concerning history are presented. For example,
in the chapter on cerebro-vascular disease some details J. G. Kretz
on the pathological events that involved some well France
known politicians like Roosevelt, Stalin, Lenin and
Churchill are given, illustrated by historical pictures.
Each basic chapter is completed by an important
series of illustrations devoted to clinical or non-in-
vasive testing. This complete representation of the doi:10.1053/ejvs.2000.1275,
current clinical practice gives an important value in available online at http://www.idealibrary.com on
training the clinical eye and essential help in the
analysis of clinical data.
ABC of Arterial and Venous DiseaseThe presentation of some complete clinical cases
R. Donnelly and N. J. M. London, Eds.from the clinical situation through examination and
BMJ Books, 2000. 61 pages, price £15.95.investigation and finally to the operative (surgical or
endovascular) procedure gives trainees an excellent
This recent title in the well known ABC series frompreparation for some practical examinations such as
BMJ Books is a compilation of the series of articlesthe EBSQ-VASC.
published between March and June 2000 in the BritishThe part devoted to venous disease seems very
Medical Journal.important, since all the different aspects of venous
The booklet contains fourteen compact chapters,pathology are presented, explained and documented.
each of them only three to five pages long. These shortNot only very basic pictures on varicose veins are
chapters cover common epidemiological, aetiological,shown, but also views on endoscopic subfacial surgery
pathophysiological, clinical, diagnostic and thera-of performing veins or unsatisfactory scarring fol-
peutic aspects of arterial and venous diseases, as welllowing stripping. The sections on lymphatic and con-
as relevant secondary preventive measures. The fol-genital malformations bring no more than the
lowing topics are described in separate chapters: non-essentials plus a lot of pictures on the various types
invasive methods of arterial and venous assessment,of disorders that authors have collected from their
acute limb ischaemia, chronic limb ischaemia, acuteown experience.
stroke, secondary prevention of peripheral vascularThis book can be considered as a mine of pictorial
disease, secondary prevention of transient ischaemicdocumentation on every kind of vascular disease
attack and stroke, vascular complications of diabetes,which will help everybody in the vascular community.
renal artery stenosis, arterial aneurysms, vasculitis,Unfortunately I must point out some minor errors:
varicose veins, the swollen limb, (one chapter dealing
• Some figures have legends both in English and in with deep vein thrombosis and another chapter about
German (fig. 9-4, p. 218). lymphoedema) and the ulcerated lower limb. The
• Some figures have been used twice: fig. 4-123 is also authorship comprises a large number of contributors
presented but just inverted in fig. 6-28 and 6-29, from the U.K and Ireland, representing the various
p. 143. disciplines which these days are involved in vascular
• Some legends are misplaced or wrong. The legend medicine, including specialists in internal medicine,
for fig. 4-126 is: ‘‘an axillary–bifemoral bypass was vascular surgeons, general practitioners, radiologists,
performed as shown in the angiographic image’’, an ophthalmologist and a dermatologist. In this way
but the angio is missing. the book is a good example of the multidisciplinary
• Pages 47 and 60: the legends of figs 2-79 and 3-24 and integrated care for the patient with a vascular
are not correct. disease which is increasingly the standard in modern
medical practice. Comparison of the contents and theThese are some minor mistakes that can easily be
corrected by the reader, but they raise questions about coverage of the topics of this book with the previous
BMJ Book on vascular diseases published in 1992the quality of the editing. Finally the major point that
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doi:10.1053/ejvs.2000.1276,(ABC of Vascular Diseases, edited by J. Wolfe) clearly
demonstrates the developments in the field of vascular available online at http://www.idealibrary.com on
diseases. One decade ago this was dominated by sur-
Operative Atlas of Endoluminalgeons with a mainly technical and operational view
Aneurysm Surgeryon vascular diseases; now it is the territory of many
S. W. Yusuf, M. C. Main, K. Ivancev, B. R. Hopkinson,more disciplines. Consequently, this newest ABC edi-
Eds. Isis Medical Media, 2000. 143 pages, price £95.tion gives more information about pathophysiology
of the different vascular diseases and contains more
The purpose of this atlas is well described by thegeneral management policies and less technical vas-
authors in the preface: to provide a practical guide tocular surgical details of treatment than its predecessor.
the use of most of the endoprostheses that are currentlyThe most common operative and diagnostic techniques
in clinical use. The book is divided into five sectionsin modern vascular surgery are mentioned throughout
which deal with pre-operative assessment of an-the book, but nowhere are they described or illustrated
eurysms, infra-renal tube graft repair, bifurcated infra-in any detail. Even new techniques which are still
renal repair, aortoiliac repair, and a final section onexperimental, like endovascular treatment of an-
thoracic aneurysm repair. The contributors have eacheurysms or carotid artery stenting, are mentioned.
been asked to provide a chapter on the use and de-All chapters of the book are easily accessible due to
ployment of each of the currently available prostheses.a pleasant lay-out and clear headings and subheadings,
Within these sections there are 10 chapters, each ofand are richly illustrated with coloured clinical pho-
which is devoted to one of the devices, generallytographs, diagrams and drawings and examples of a
presented by the original designers or developers.variety of radiological imaging techniques. Each of the
In an atlas one expects principally illustrations, dia-chapters includes at least two or more summarising
grams or photographs, and although excellent in sometables, and nine of the 14 chapters end with some
chapters, the book lacks a uniformity of presentation.suggestions for further reading. All these aspects make The authors make the point that case selection isthe booklet highly educational. Despite the very good important in influencing outcomes, but not all of the
overall impression of the booklet, some minor critical contributors supply advice on this. Most contributors
remarks seem justified. The format of the chapters is supply early results from their series, but overall in-
not uniform throughout the book: in some chapters dexing and references are either non-existent or light.
information, like epidemiologic data or preferred diag- The intention of this atlas is to be a handy ‘‘how to
nostic tests, can only be found by reading the full text, do it’’ reference for vascular surgeons and trainees. It
in other chapters similar information is more easily certainly does accumulate all the relevant contributors
found under special subheadings, (which are also not in the field and allows direct pictorial comparison
uniformly used throughout the book), and in other between devices. Regrettably, as the authors point out
chapters again the information is found at a glance in themselves, it will rapidly become out of date in this
tables. The logic behind the index to the book is not rapidly developing field of treatment. Nonetheless, it
very clear: one does find, for example, non-vascular seems a valuable state of the art book, which will be
or non-specific key words like ‘‘cancer’’, ‘‘dysphagia’’ of use to all centres participating in endovascular
or ELISA, but will look in vain for such words as treatments.
Dacron, sympathectomy, restenosis, surveillance, de- D. Moore
spite the fact that these terms are used by the authors Dublin, Ireland
in the book and are quite common in medical practice.
The book gives sufficiently complete and up to date
information for the intended readership of primary
care practitioners. Vascular surgeons may find it good doi:10.1053/ejvs.2000.1277,
reading for their medical students and junior doctors available online at http://www.idealibrary.com on
searching for an introduction to vascular diseases. The
book certainly also deserves a place on the bookshelves
Vascular Reconstructions. Anatomy, Exposures, andin hospital wards, vascular laboratories and angio-
Techniquesgraphy suites for access by patients and staff alike.
J. J. Hoballah
Springer, 2000. 393 pages, price £61.
P. J. F. H. M. Kitslaar This is a 400-page surgical atlas written by Dr Jamal
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